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Abstract

With the increasing ubiquity of mobile phones, people are spending more and more time interacting with their phones while away from their computers.  People want to stay up to date on the world’s information, ranging from news outlets to their favorite weblogs.  Reading text longer than a short SMS can become tedious using traditional reading – there simply isn’t enough room on a phone’s screen to fit enough words to maintain a smooth flow of reading.

Using a unique form of reading, Rapid Serial Visual Presentation (RSVP), one word at a time is flashed on the screen in a large font, enabling users to quickly read long documents with minimal eye strain.  A mobile application that uses RSVP to read news sources was previously developed by our team, and we intend to extend this application’s functionality in this class’s project.

We propose to add the ability to read weblogs using RSVP.  Many blogs are frequently updated and a typical blog reader may read several blogs.  Staying up to date on all of these blogs is not always an easy task, and we seek to allow users to read their favorite blogs while away from the computer.

Potential Users

We are targeting the cutting edge technology user who regularly reads blogs and is already paying for a data plan on their mobile phone.  This user spends time each day keeping up to date on her favorite blogs.

Research Questions

Are mobile phones a compelling format for reading blogs?

Is RSVP an effective way to read blogs on mobile devices?

What is the best way to present the content to the user?

What is the most effective interaction that leads the user to a good experience reading in RSVP?
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